 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Developing Convictions

ill: Police Academy/ When an officer comes upon a scene he needs to know beforehand how he will react. His life, his reputation as well as that of the police dept is at stake.



His response will be based on dept. policy, known facts, past practice, instinct, etc.

WWJD?- The walk of a believer is similar...

Review

Absent from the proving process (conviction formation), the Christian must rely on beliefs of others, trite sayings or tradition.


1. Sincerely pray about the activity or practice



ill: It’s not a prayer asking God to help you have peace in your decision


2.Search the Scripture to seek direct Biblical revelation


      -if there are clear directives given, seek no further answer



ill: not to lie
( Ex. 20:16, Matt 19:18, Rom 13:9) Situation Ethics???



     Is it ever right to lie?   (3/07 Britain & Iran hostages, 1969 Pueblo)



     If we can compromise the Bible in this area, where do we stop?


3. Gather evidence


     - what is the nature of the activity, its advantages/disadvantages

is it something well received, to do w/o shame or potential consequences? Addictive? What message does it send to a lost world?



ill: marijuana use, should it be legal? (gateway drug, addictive, impairs user) 


4. Gather opinions of respected Christians

    -see if those with spiritual discernment have ideas, experiential anecdotes or beliefs on the practice or activity (not a poll or ask advice from those you know will be biased)



ill: Carol, a lady who was set on leaving her husband asked opinions until one agreed


5. Evaluate the evidence using Biblical principles


     -the principles used will help you determine if the activity is acceptable in whole or in part

     These conclusions constitute your convictions on the matter


6. Submit to God’s will 



James 4:17 who knows, and doesn’t do it sins


 (Jn 15:22 Jesus made them aware of their sin)


James 1:22 don’t mearly listen, do what it says


In the absence of clear Biblical revelation...
I. Offense Principle

Matthew 18: 6-10 don’t cause children to fall (those who manifest the spirit of a child) 


Romans 14:12-21 don’t put out a stumbling block / act in love and please God


I Cor 8:7-13 be careful of your exercise of freedom / sin against brother, I sin against God


I Cor 10:32-33 (context meat) don’t cause one to stumble, the cause of Christ is at stake

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



II. Doubt Principle

Romans 14:5b speaking of questionable things, be convinced of it

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

III. Association Principle (Acts 15)


I Cor 10:14-22 (context of temptation) separate from identification or partaking with devilish


II Cor 6:14-17 our unions and identification in not to include unrighteousness 


Col 13:1-17 our life is to be devoid of unrighteousness deeds/ characterized by right ones


I Thes 5:21-22 prove/ test what we do/ abstain from every form of evil

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IV. Edification Principle

I Cor 10:23 although permissible, it may not be good and it won’t edify Christ


I Cor 10:31 our purpose is to glorify God

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

V. Expediency Principle 

Luke 10:38-42 of the options presented, chose the best


I Cor 10:23 although permissible, it may not be the best


I Cor 31-33 don’t give occasion for offended the gospel message


I Cor 12:31 (context gifts) all the gifts were given but love overshadowed them all


Col. 1:18-19 we the created beings are to give Him the pre-eminence in all things

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VI. The Wedge (Slippery Slope) Principle

Romans 16:19 watch out for deception, know what is the good and evil


I Cor 6:12 even if it is permissible, I want to avoid being mastered by it


I Thes 5:22 stay far from even what appears to be evil


   ill : OT put away the foreigners_ when taking the land (they didn’t and they were a snare)  


   ill: Lots move toward Sodom, Achan’s sin (I saw, I coveted, I took)  Ps 1

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

