 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Developing Your Own Convictions

Our life should send a __________  _____________ of righteousness and holiness so we     do not lead others into danger or sin. ( Matt. 5:6, Matt. 18:6)

It is imperative that Christians develop a “___________  __________”  ( Eph. 5:10, I Thess. 5:21).

Absent from a proving process (____________ _____________), the Christian must rely on beliefs of others, trite sayings, or tradition.

A.
__________  Scripture

B.
Gather ____________

C.
Seek ___________ of respected Christians

D.
___________  evidence using Biblical principles

The Bible is a book of principles more than a catalogue  of laws

Principles of  God’s Word never change, but the _____________ of those principles may.


( This is NOT referring to “situation ethics”)

If there is a clear-cut command or law about an issue __________ no further answer.

Only when there is no Biblical command or law concerning an issues do we need to                     

apply the principles.  

I.    Offense Principle- (Matt. 18:6, Rom. 14:21, I Cor. 8:12-13 & 10:32-33)

A mature believer’s willingness to abstain from anything, even that which is good in itself, for the sake of another Christian who may be harmed by his activity.

II.   Doubt Principle -  ( Rom. 14:5b, 23)

A believers responsibility to abstain from that which we do not reasonably know        is right or wrong.

III.  Association Principle – (Acts15, Col. 3:17, I Cor. 10:20, II Cor. 6:14-17, I Thes.5:22)

The need to keep a separation in a believers associations so that we are not identified as being part of anything evil or sinful. 

IV.  Edification Principle – ( I Cor. 10:23, I Cor 10:31)


God asks that we do that which will build up as Christians, not that which tears down.

V.   Expediency Principle–(Luke 10: 38-42, Col.1:18-19, I Cor.10:23, 31-33, I Cor.12:31)


The Desire of the Believer to choose the best of many good and lawful choices.

VI.  The Wedge (Slippery Slope) Principle – (  Rom.16:19, I Cor. 6:12, I Thes. 5:22)

The caution of God against any activity that becomes habit forming or anything that easily lends itself to further involvement which may be construed as sin.

    Ill: Matt. 5:27-28

